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After the dissolution of Austro-Hungary, the United States established diplomatic relations with 

Hungary in 1921. However, relations were cut off during World War II when Germany declared 

war on the United States, as Hungary was allied with Nazi Germany. Relations resumed in 1945 

following an armistice agreement with the Allied Powers. 

Following the War, the Soviet Union installed a communist regime in Hungary that remained for 

over 40 years. An attempt to overthrow the regime was tried in the famous 1956 revolution but 

was violently stopped by the Soviet regime. Following the revolution, however, the Hungarian 

communist party loosen some of the social and economic controls making Hungary “the happiest 

barrack in the Soviet bloc”. This led to a mixed economic system that was both communist-

socialist and market oriented named “Goulash Communism” after the Hungarian soup of the 

same name. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1989, The United States offered assistance and expertise 

through various programs to support the establishment of a democratic political system and free 

market economy. It is estimated that the United States provided upwards of $136 million in 

support towards development in Hungary between 1989 and 1993.  

Hungary joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1999 making it officially a 

strategic military ally of the United States and other Western countries. In 2004, Hungary 

officially joined the European Union, furthering its integration into Western Europe and 

furthering its transatlantic cooperation with the United States. 

2018 commodity import data sheds additional light to the modern relationship between the two 

countries: 58% of the US goods imported to Hungary are related to nuclear reactors, electric 

machinery, mechanical appliances, and recorders and reproducers.  The United States, however, 

plays a smaller role in Hungarian imports than do China and Russia. 

The last twenty years of United Nations voting coincidence1 data between the United States and 

Hungary also provides some insight into their relationship. Overall, Hungary has been increasing 

in its number of votes in agreement with the United States over the past ten years, with its peak 

in 2016 of a 78.4% voting coincidence. 

 
1 Voting coincidence is defined as the comparison of how closely Hungary votes with the United States. 
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